
Des Moines River Trails and Greenbelt Threatened by Proposed Highway

A 2400-acre greenbelt extending from the Saylorville Dam to the 6th Avenue Bridge in Des Moines was given to the people
of Iowa in 1975 for mitigating the periodic flooding of Ledges State Park by Saylorville floodwaters. This greenbelt has
become an important natural and recreational area, and is one of the largest urban greenways in the state.

Polk County is now planning a major expressway through the wildest and most scenic part of this greenbelt. The extension
of MLK Parkway from Euclid to I-35/80 and the creation of an interchange at I-35/80 and NW 26th Street would severely
impact neighborhoods, local recreation, and our natural resources.

Excerpts from the 1975 Special Report issued by the
Corps of Engineers establishing the Greenbelt:
• …the establishment of the flood plain

environmental corridor will provide the opportunity
to create a recreation facility unique in the region
if not in the entire Midwest.

• The acquisition of a flood way corridor…would
provide a means of preserving existing natural
values within the flood plain by eliminating
possible future encroachment in the area.

Action – What Can You Do?
1) Join us in opposition to this project
The Neighborhood and Natural Recreation Preservation
Project (NNRPP) is leading the effort. Email us at
nnrpp.mlk@gmail.com or call 288-5364.
2) Contact elected officials and agencies to express your
concerns. (See contact information on back side)

Facts about the Proposed Expressway Project
• Length:  1.9 miles

• Estimated Traffic Volume: 34,000 cars and trucks

per day (equivalent to SE 14th Street)

• Proposed Speed: 45 mph

• Expected truck route, including full-size semi

trucks

• Estimated Start Date: 2009

Facts about the Threatened Greenbelt Area

• Existing bike and water trails: Neal Smith Paved
Bicycle Trail (part of the cross-country American
Discovery Trail), Sycamore Mountain Bike Trail,
Trestle-to-Trestle Trail, and the Des Moines River
Water Trail (more information on the back side)

• Wetland areas and the Des Moines River
floodplain, owned by the Corps of Engineers, and
managed by the DNR or the Polk County
Conservation Board

• Diverse wildlife, including wild turkey, red fox,
wintering bald eagles, pelicans, herons, migratory
songbirds, and water fowl

• Native American Burial Mound area and a Native
American Prehistoric Village

Other Key Reasons we are Opposed:

• Damage to existing Des Moines neighborhoods
from increased car and truck traffic, such as
increased noise and air pollution, resulting in
decreased neighborhood property values

• Encourages more sprawl to encroach on farmland
and natural areas in Northern Polk County

This Road does not have to be built!
There are alternatives to expensive new highways built
through natural areas.  Environmental corridors are
under threat from road construction throughout Central
Iowa.  Let’s work together to preserve the few
remaining green spaces we have left.



Des Moines River Trails and Greenbelt Threatened by Proposed Highway

The following trails are used by bicyclers, cross country skiers, hikers joggers, in-line skaters, canoers, and boaters:

Sycamore Mountain Bike Trail
• 7.5 miles
• Only mountain bike trail managed by the Polk County

Conservation Board
• 1 of 2 legal mountain bike trails in the county
• Very close to the Des Moines River—provides great

solitude

Trestle-to-Trestle Trail
• 3.7 miles
• Connects Johnston to the Des Moines Trail System
• Connects over 80 miles of hard-surface trails, making

it the largest connected bike trail system in Iowa
• New in 2007

Senator Chuck Grassley
135 Hart Senate Building
Washington D.C.
20510-1501
Phone: 202.224.3744

721 Federal Building
210 Walnut Street
Des Moines, IA 50309
Phone: 515.288.1145 Fax: 515.288.5097

Senator Tom Harkin
731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202.224.3254 Fax: 202.224.9369

210 Walnut Street
Room 733, Federal Building
Des Moines, IA 50309
Phone: 515.284.4574 Fax: 515.284.4937

Des Moines River Water Trail
• Covers 404 miles of the Des Moines River
• Endorsed by 17 County Conservation Boards
• Iowa’s largest water trail
• 1 of only 3 water trails in Iowa
• Contains many beautiful sandbars

Neal Smith Trail
• 26 miles
• Backbone for the Des Moines trail system
• Covers multiple landscapes: bottomland, shaded

forests, oak uplands, and prairie
• Lots of visible wildlife
• Used for hiking, biking, nature observation, inline

skating, and cross-country skiing in the winter
• Part of the Nation-long American Discovery Trail

o Only coast-to-coast non-motorized trail
o 6800 miles long
o Backbone for the national trails system
o Passes through 14 national parks and 16

national forest

Contact Information—Call, email, or write these
individuals today!

Angela Connolly, District 5 Supervisor for Polk County
County Administration Building
111 Court Ave. Room #300
Des Moines IA, 50309
Phone: 515.286.3120 Email: aconnol@co.polk.ia.us

Polk County Board of Supervisors General Email:
countyboard@co.polk.ia.us

James Rost, Director of the Office of Environmental Services
Office of Environmental Services, IDOT
800 Lincoln Way
Ames, IA 50010
Phone: 515.239.1922 Email: james.rost@dot.state.ia.us

Philip Barnes, Federal Highway Division Administrator
105 6th St
Ames, IA 50010
Phone: 515.223.7300 Email: philip.barnes@fhwa.dot.gov

Jamie Tunnel, Snyder and Associates
2727 SW Snyder Blvd.
Ankeny, IA 50023
Phone: 515.964.2020 Fax: 515.964.7938
Email: jtunnell@snyder-associates.com

Congressman Leonard Boswell
1427 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1503
Phone: 202.225.3806 Fax: 202.225.5608

300 East Locust, Suite 320
Des Moines, IA 50309
Phone: 515.282.1909  Fax: 515.282.1785
Toll Free Phone: 888.432.1984


